INTRODUCTION
I HAVE great pleasure in writing an Introduction to
this book, as I feel it may be of interest to the general
reading public.
I first came across the book, written in German, when
cruising in the Baltic in 1930, and thought it might be of
interest to my brother officers if I obtained a translation.
I therefore asked Lieut-Commander Mudie, who had
recently served with me, to undertake the translation,
which he kindly consented to do. My best thanks are
due to him.
The translation is purely a literal translation, no
attempt having been made to embellish, or to improve,
the English,
The publication of this book at the present time seems
very opportune when every effort should be made to
bring home to the World the mentality of the German
peoples; many of the German characteristics emerging
from the present war may be found in Admiral von
Renter's book, notably the utter contempt for Agree-
ments and the scuttling of ships at any price.
There are many statements and insinuations, not based
on facts, which may be counted as propaganda, a method
of attack much favoured by Germany.
It must be remembered by those who read this book
that Admiral von Reuter was an officer of the former
Imperial German Navy, for which we had a great esteem
and regard.